We thank Arya and Agarwal for their interest in our article 1 on the role of commercial Dengue NS1 Ag STRIP (Bio-Rad Laboratories, Marnes-la-Coquette, France) in the surveillance of dengue outbreaks in Taiwan. If Dengue NS1 Ag STRIP were used alone, a quarter of patients who present early (0e3 days after the onset of illness, DPO) would have false-negative results.
In Taiwan, dengue outbreaks occur almost every year, with the number of cases ranging from hundreds to thousands. 4 These numbers are much lower than the number of cases where dengue is endemic (e.g., Southeast Asia). To enhance vector control, it is important to detect dengue cases during the acute phase. The sensitivity of combined RT-PCR and NS1 was 99.5% for cases in the early stage (DPO 0e3). 1 In our opinion RT-PCR is a worthwhile diagnostic tool for dengue in Taiwan.
